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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 4 June on the following motion moved by Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Housing and Works) - 

That pursuant to Standing Order 49(1)(c), the Legislative Council take note of tabled paper No 2170A-
H (2004-05 Budget Statements), laid upon the Table of the House on 6 May 2004. 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [3.11 pm]:  I seek the relief of the House as I am not at all well today.  
My remarks will be briefer than they normally are.   

Hon Kim Chance:  We are sorry to hear that! 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I see the Leader of the House has a smile on his face.  I am sure it is the second 
sentence of my statement he is smiling about.   

I commend the Government for retaining Western Australia’s AAA credit rating.  The importance of the rating is 
obvious and there is no need to elaborate on it.  However, it is fair to ask how it has been achieved.  It is also fair 
to suggest that a large contribution to it has been a huge windfall of stamp duty collected by the Government.  

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That could be.  Nevertheless, I give the Government credit where it is due for having 
retained the credit rating.  I suggest also that it is partly attributable to the huge demand that this Government, 
following other Governments over the years, has made on Western Power for a large input of profits into general 
revenue.  Now the chickens have come home to roost.  Western Power is almost completely run down and in 
need of a huge injection of funds.  The budget notes a figure of $418.6 million.  However, it is interesting to note 
the figures of $387.2 million for works and $31.4 million for electricity market reforms.  I ask, through you, Mr 
President, for an explanation of that figure.  I thought the market reforms proposed by the Government had been 
put aside.  I am interested to know what market reforms comprise the figure of $31.4 million.   

There is no question that Western Power has done an excellent job in Bremer Bay.  However, I am concerned 
about the lack of expenditure in the outer regions of WA.  It has been well documented that it does not take long 
to bring people back on stream after outages in regional centres and the metropolitan area.  It could be argued 
that it is reasonable because that is where many people live.  However, it could equally be argued these days that 
electricity is a vital commodity.  It used not to be; neither was education; or roads, which were just tracks for 
horses and carts.  However, it is fair to say that nowadays electricity is a vital service that must be provided.  We 
could debate whether that service should be provided to the consumer at its actual cost.  Many government 
services are not assessed in that way.  People are not charged the true cost for many services.  We could 
therefore debate that matter.  However, if we are to debate the true cost of services, the Government and the 
powers that be must also consider the value of the export dollars earned in the regions.  It should not just 
consider electricity on its own by saying that its total cost must be met but, for example, the total cost of 
metropolitan transport will not be met.  These matters must be considered in their entirety.  The Government 
must consider what the community generates in an isolated region, be it at Newdegate or a similar area, in the 
form of wealth for the State and whether we want that wealth to continue.  If we do want it to continue, certain 
services and commodities must be provided.  That is fair.  Both Commonwealth and State Governments must 
provide a more equitable return of tax dollars to the regions from which those dollars were earned.  That is the 
easiest and simplest way of getting people to continue to live and work in those areas and to generate the income 
that we all depend on.  I was concerned when I read in the Budget Statements the itemised breakdown of projects 
on which money will be spent.  For instance, in my electorate they state that money will be spent on works in 
areas including Muja to Bridgetown and Manjimup, which are settled areas.  Money will also be spent on works 
in Cook Street, East Perth, the East Perth and Cannington terminals for the southern terminal and Rivervale.  Not 
much wealth is generated in those areas for the State.  I am not saying they should not have power; of course 
they should.  However, if the State is to progress economically and be successful, the outer regions must have 
adequate services.  Of course the Budget Statements are referring to an interconnected system. 

I return to my earlier statement that power problems in the metropolitan area or large regional centres are sorted 
out very quickly.  For example, the problem with air conditioners last summer in the city was over in two or 
three days, but it took 10 days for power to be reconnected in some parts of the wheatbelt.  There is a huge 
difference between those areas.  We must be fair.  The Government prides itself that everybody is treated 
equally.  That is fine; it has a great sound to it, but let us treat people equally in the provision of electricity and 
other government services.  I commend Western Power on what it has done at Bremer Bay.  I live on a line that 
goes out to Bremer Bay.  Our lights have shone considerably brighter since Bremer Bay was connected to the 
power line.  I have mentioned before in a funny way in the House that the rotary blades on my electric shaver 
always, not just occasionally, used to turn a lot slower on the farm than they did in Perth.  Either a bit of dust has 
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been blown out of the cogs or something, but they now rotate considerably faster than they used to.  I suppose 
that is an example of benefits flowing through to other parts of the State when a problem at the end of the line is 
fixed. 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  You are getting through the chain. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I would not say that, but perhaps it takes less time. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Have there been fewer breakdowns on the line since Bremer Bay was taken off the line? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I believe so.   
Hon Kim Chance:  I do not mean at Bremer, but on the rest of the line. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I think Bremer has recorded one breakdown since then; however, that will always 
happen and no-one would be upset about that.  Anything that is mechanical will occasionally break down.  Yes, 
they were having outages several times a day. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I meant on the rest of the line.  Since Bremer Bay has gone offline, have there been fewer 
breakdowns on the rest of the line?   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  There have certainly been fewer in the Wellstead area, but I am not at all sure how far 
back that goes.  If there is a problem upstream the person on the end of the line will reap the reward of being on 
the end of the line; that is life.   
I have a problem with works on roads.  On a couple of occasions in this House I have mentioned overtaking 
lanes.  There is still nothing in the budget to put in even a second overtaking lane between Albany and 
Gnowangerup.  It could be taken further and placed between Gnowangerup and Katanning, or further the other 
way to Ongerup, Jerramungup, Ravensthorpe, Pingrup, Lake Grace or Newdegate.  There are no overtaking 
lanes on that road at all.  There is one on the outskirts of Albany between Bakers Junction and Albany.  This is 
outlandish!  The amount of traffic and tourist traffic on those roads is quite immense.  I have spoken about this in 
this Chamber before, and I sometimes wonder whether I am beating an empty drum.  I had thought that the 
Westminster system involved people being elected to Parliament to represent their areas.  They brought into 
Parliament their knowledge of their area and their concerns as well as the good things, and some notice was 
taken of them.  Is that not how the system is supposed to work?  Members can call me naive or whatever but if 
we continue to work on this strict party system, things will continue to get worse.  Not once have I been 
approached by a government department for some knowledge about my area, and the mistakes continue to be 
made.  The point of a person being elected to Parliament is to bring his knowledge and experience of the locality 
that he represents into Parliament and to get something done about the things that are wrong.  It does not 
happen -   

Hon Kim Chance:  Private members frequently approach ministers to give their advice.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes.  I do not want to get off the subject but a good example is native vegetation and 
land clearing - 

Hon Kim Chance:  I have benefited from a lot of advice from other people in this House.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The minister may have done, but it is yet to be seen in the improvements to the Bill.  If 
some of this consultation process took place before decisions were made and the advantage of having that 
knowledge and the theory of the Westminster system were taken into account, many problems would not arise.  I 
will give members an example of a matter about which I spoke to a senior bureaucrat.  Sure, I was able to get 
things changed, but the regulation stipulated that a farmer could clear only around his homestead and no other 
building.  I told the bureaucrat that I did not mean to be rude but he might have a block at Darlington or 
somewhere like that that could be his major investment.  Yes, his house is all-important; I understand that.  The 
bureaucrat said that I was right, apart from the fact that the block is not up in Darlington.  I told him that the 
issue does not affect me, but he had to realise that many wheatbelt farmers might have spent between $100 000 
and $250 000 on their house but have $5 million worth of machinery sitting in their shed.  If, for some strange 
reason, we provide legislation that allows farmers to have adequate clearing around only one building, we should 
at least give them a choice of which building.  I said to the bureaucrat that he is doing it with the best of 
intentions because, in their case, their house is the major asset, and he told me that that was right.  He said that he 
knew farmers had big machinery but he had no idea it would be as expensive as that.  The point I am making is 
that if, in that case, there had been proper consultation with the members in the Parliament who represent some 
of those areas, those sorts of mistakes would not have been made.   
Hon Kim Chance:  I think those issues have been corrected as a result of people giving their advice.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I think some of them have, but there has been a lot of heartache and a lot of anxiety, 
which would have been unnecessary if the Westminster system were followed properly with elected 
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representatives bringing to Parliament their wealth of experience of their electorates and areas, and some notice 
being taken of that in the Parliament. 
Earlier, I had a meeting with Minister MacTiernan.  I told her that I have a lot of experience of small country 
towns and that if ever she needed any help, I would be very happy to give it.  However, she has not asked for it.  
It is most unlikely that a bureaucrat sitting in Perth has that experience.  Perhaps I am naive, but I believe that 
most members of Parliament, when we get down to the nitty-gritty, would give good, solid advice.  What is good 
for the people living in an area is good whether they are Labor Party, Liberal Party or Independent supporters.  
What is good is good, and what is bad is bad.  That is partly the reason that so many mistakes are made and that 
there is so much heartache.  There is much heartache over issues such as firebreaks.  A person who is 
inexperienced in fighting fires will not understand what it is all about.  The minister would understand -   

Hon Kim Chance:  What is the problem with firebreaks?  I know of no issue about firebreaks that anyone is 
concerned about.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  This is about the budget.  I do not want to go - 
Hon Robyn McSweeney:  There is a bit of confusion.   
Hon Kim Chance:  There is no confusion about firebreaks.  I have not had a single letter or phone call on the 
matter. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  There is considerable confusion.  I spoke - 
Hon Kim Chance:  I am happy to offer the member a briefing to clear his mind on things.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Then the minister probably also needs to brief many of the shire councils because they 
are quite confused about their responsibilities.  For example, one of them recently assured me that it was not 
interested in collecting the $25 fee for a permit to clear the outside of a road fence.  The shire was going to pass 
that $25 onto the Government but there was no cost recovery.  It was refusing to be a part of the process.  I 
understand that many shire councils are like that.  Most of these problems could have been overcome and would 
not have originated if -  

Hon Kim Chance:  I think that most of these problems do not even exist; that is the problem.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Be fair, minister.  A lot of those problems would not have arisen if there had been the 
sort of communication that I am talking about.  We are getting specific and off the subject, so I will talk no more 
about that issue.   
Hon Kim Chance:  I do not mean to bite into your time but one of the problems with land clearing is that people 
have not been sufficiently specific; they have been too general.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  We should move on.  I am not trying to duck the issue but I believe that it is a debate 
for another time.  I am talking about better communication and what can be achieved generally speaking with 
improved lines of communication.  Politicians should be part of that no matter whether they be a member of the 
Greens (WA), the Labor Party, the Liberal Party or whatever.   
I also congratulate the Government on its proposal to eventually do something about the containerisation of the 
port of Bunbury, which has been long overdue.  However, I find it quite disturbing that no other regional port is 
included in that program at this stage.  In fact, it is quite extraordinary that the expenditure for minor works at 
the Albany port total $500 000, with the only other item being $250 000 for the replacement of motor vehicles.  
One could hardly consider that to be an expansionary program.  There is grave concern about Co-operative Bulk 
Handling Ltd holding up its huge building program to increase its infrastructure in the port of Albany until 
something can be resolved about the nonsense to build short-term residential accommodation on the Albany 
foreshore.  The main access road is the only viable road into the port; it is the only practical option.  The idea of 
going around Mt Clarence is totally outlandish.  I am sure it is not a serious proposal.  It shows how serious the 
situation is when an organisation like CBH puts its spending program on hold at a time when expansion is so 
drastically needed due to the increase in crop production in the State. 

I will touch on country high school hostels.  I note with regret that the Minister for Education and Training, Alan 
Carpenter, has still not found time to visit the hostel in Albany.  He told me well over 12 months ago that he 
would do so, but he has not yet found the time to do so.  I suppose if a person does not have a look at a problem, 
it automatically distances him from it.  Whether that is his reasoning, I do not know.  Parents of children in that 
hostel were promised six years ago that there would be a new building.  However, it has not happened.  A 
student spends five years in high school.  It is now six years since that promise was made.  The building is now 
subject to another detailed plan, which is being considered by Treasury.  Six years is not good enough.  I have 
spoken at length in this Chamber about the hostel.  It is another example of a local member with knowledge 
speaking on a subject.  However, nothing happens; all we get is talk.  There is no party interest in this; it is a 
matter of children’s education.  That does not wait.  Those children have poor facilities during their secondary 
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education.  How will they be compensated for that?  It is totally unfair.  I suppose I will be a little bit nasty - 
maybe it is because I am not well.  I suggest that there is not one student in the hostel who comes from a 
Legislative Assembly seat held by the Government.  Of course, the hostel is situated in Albany.  However, the 
students who use the hostel come from Kojonup, Katanning, Ravensthorpe and Wellstead.  I believe one student 
comes from Boyup Brook and the electorate of the member for Collie.  Nearly all the students come from 
National Party seats.  Maybe that is not the reason, but I suggest that, in a cynical way perhaps - sometimes 
being cynical is being truthful - if there had been a lot of children from families that voted for the Labor Party, 
something would have been done.  The coalition felt that Albany was a safe seat.  It has always been said that 
Bunbury is a great place to be; that is the litmus test.  A look at the budget shows that a huge amount of money is 
going into Bunbury.  It probably should.  I believe that at the next election Albany could be a very marginal seat; 
it is an interesting situation.  Time will tell.  If a decision is based on political expediency, we can rest assured 
that the wrong decision will be made.  We should lift the bar; we should be more equitable in what we do. 
Hon Kim Chance:  If we are as cynical as that, how does the member explain the huge increase in the 
commitment of state government funds to a place like Ravensthorpe, which is not far from the member’s 
electorate?  It is subject to a huge commitment of state funds, including a school and a hospital.  It is without one 
cent of commonwealth money.  Why would we do that if what you suggest is the basis on which we make 
decisions? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  With all due respect, it is largely connected with the go-ahead for the nickel mine and 
the ensuing demand.  There will be state royalties and all sorts of things coming from that project.  Does the 
minister wish me to continue in a cynical vein? 
Hon Kim Chance interjected. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is fair.  The Government did not spend much money there before. 
Hon Kim Chance:  There was no need to spend funds before. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes, there was.  People were crying out for Western Power services and received 
virtually nothing. 
Hon Kim Chance:  The growth was not there. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  No, but people were living there.  As I said previously, things should not always be 
judged by whether Western Power will make a profit in an area.  Western Power told me that there was no 
proposal to increase the power in the area because it had become corporatised and it did not have enough 
connections.  There were not enough clients.  That criterion is not applied to the metropolitan transport scheme, 
is it?  There is not one in the world that runs at a profit.  Even the London Underground runs at a loss! 

Hon Kim Chance:  Decisions on metropolitan transport routes are made on the basis of demand for the service. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Nevertheless, they run at a huge loss.  I do not have a problem with a system running at 
a loss.  However, I have a problem with a government-type authority or corporatised body that decides that, if a 
person lives on an outer line from Western Power, it is not economic for it to provide that person with a service.  
It does not want to deal with areas outside Perth that run at a loss.  On strictly economic terms, the State needs to 
encourage people to continue to generate wealth where it is now generated.  We have seen the nonsense with the 
Dumbleyung hospital, whereby the Minister for Health stated that it had only two patients.  I told the House 
why: nearly six months before, the Department of Health instructed the hospital to not take any more patients.  
That is why the numbers were as low as they were.  The minister made a statement that those patients could go 
to Wagin.  I believe the statement was made in reference to the Dumbleyung hospital; correct me if I am wrong.  
It is not in my electorate.  It was one of the overflow hospitals.  One of the two patients was from Wagin, 
because it continued to be used as an overflow hospital.  I spoke to the House at the time about the millions of 
dollars generated by wheat exports.  Such services as these have to be supplied.  Decisions cannot be made just 
within the health budget or the Western Power budget.  We must look at the overall picture. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I agree, but wastage in a service as important as health has to be watched.  Nobody benefits 
from wastage. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I agree with that.  By jingo, when it comes to wastage, we are pretty good at that. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Fifteen staff and one patient is wastage. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Fair comment.  However, that is not a reason to shut a hospital down.  Things have to 
be looked at in a different way.  The alternatives have to be looked at.  I attended a meeting about health in 
Manjimup recently.  Hon Adele Farina also attended.  I do not have the facts with me, but a case was mentioned 
involving a young boy aged eight or nine years.  He had an accident on the weekend and broke his leg.  His 
grandparents took him to the Manjimup hospital, but no registered nurse was on duty.  That is my understanding.  
Certainly there was not on that weekend.  The grandparents were told that the child would have to be taken to 
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Bunbury for X-rays.  They took him.  The child then had to go back to the doctor in Manjimup, who said the 
child was suffering from a spiral leg fracture, and had to go back to Bunbury for treatment.  If my memory 
serves me correctly - Hon Robyn McSweeney might correct me on this - the distance between Manjimup and 
Bunbury is 137 kilometres.   
Hon Robyn McSweeney:  It is 135 kilometres.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  My figure was pretty close if the difference is only a couple of kilometres, although not 
for a person walking on a broken leg!  It is near enough.  Members can imagine the trauma.  The mother and 
father were not available because they were working, so that  night they had to drive to Bunbury to see the child 
in the hospital.  This is the sort of thing that can happen if essential services are taken out of the bush.  It cannot 
be justified by saying that wonderful things are being done in Bunbury.  For people who live in what I call the 
genuine bush, the large regional centres are almost as bad as the metropolitan area.  They seem to suck up the 
funds, so that there is nothing left for those further out.  At that meeting, I quoted the example of Boyup Brook.  
With the Government’s policy of centralised buying of food for hospitals, the food is cooked at the Boyup Brook 
hospital, as usual, but is bought in Bunbury and trucked around.  The hospital had been the largest account at the 
local cooperative, worth $1.5 million a year.  The centralised buying policy led to two girls losing their jobs at 
the cooperative.  Decisions need to be taken on the entirety of a situation, not just on an isolated factor.   
Hon Murray Criddle interjected.  
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I have nearly finished.  Does the member want an extra 29 minutes?  Am I reading the 
clock wrongly?  
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  You are reading the clock correctly, but you have gone one minute over.  
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  My apologies, then - I thought I had 28 minutes, but that is not right.  I will therefore 
conclude my remarks.  

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.42 pm]:  I look forward to the opportunity to comment on the 
budget.  The Government has been very fortunate to have had revenue growth of some $500 million a year since 
2002-03 and in the forward estimates, up to $12.7 billion.  It is also very fortunate to have received an increase 
in national goods and services tax revenue of some $230 million, following a review by the Commonwealth 
Grants Commission.  Anybody running a business would enjoy a windfall like that.  As we all know, royalty 
revenue from mineral exports has also been very strong. 

It is interesting to note the extra expenditure by the Government.  It is spending an extra $163 million on health.  
The Leader of the House made the point that money spent in the health system and other areas needs to be spent 
very judiciously.  He said that we need to make sure that we get value for money from any expenditure, let alone 
any extra expenditure.  They are wise words.  I note that 115 additional nurses have been hired with that extra 
funding.  We need to make sure that the benefits are spread across the State.  I do not see any dramatic increase 
in the country funding.  In fact, it appears to have been put under considerable pressure.  The minister also 
mentioned the issue of the numbers in regional Western Australia.  I assure the Government that people living in 
rural and regional Western Australia contribute very handsomely to the State’s economy.  We need expenditure 
on infrastructure for services in those areas.  I will touch on some of them a little later.  Expenditure on the 
infrastructure for health services, education and law and order is largely in the city.  If the infrastructure is put in 
place in country areas, this will lead to further wins.  The expenditure on infrastructure for the Ravensthorpe 
nickel mine was mentioned during the contribution of Hon Paddy Embry.  I understand the Government will 
spend something like $18 million down there.  Royalties will come back from that mine, although much of it will 
go to the federal Government.  I take that on board.  Members will know that Hon John Anderson has indicated 
that he will have a very close look at expenditure by the Commonwealth Government in that area, as a result of 
approaches made to him by the National Party.  There is a keen understanding of the requirement for expenditure 
in that area.   

An extra $73 million will also be spent on education and training, and an extra $59 million on law and order.  
The law and order issue must be tackled very seriously.   I have been in some places in the mid west recently 
where there are problems.  Unfortunately, bricks have been thrown through my electorate office window on two 
occasions, which I did not appreciate too much, but that is a single issue.  The real issue is the way that some of 
the people in these areas interfere not only with private premises but also businesses, and that just cannot go on.  
A very stern approach must be taken in those areas.  We need to be able to provide some sort of remedy.  
Various ideas have been spoken about in the country, and I will certainly do what I can to put in place remedies 
for these people.  They really need to have their hands kept busy, which has been demonstrated in some of those 
places.  When they are given the opportunity to get into the work force, they benefit from it.  

My outline of the state budget shows that the Government has been very fortunate to get these extra revenues, 
and they need to be spent in appropriate areas.  I still question the extraordinary expenditure on the southern 
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railway, and on taking it into the centre of the city.  That could have happened in 20 years time, as the previous 
Government was planning for.  We planned light rail over the duplicated Narrows Bridge for some time in the 
future, and the same could have been said of the transit way between Rockingham and Fremantle, with the buses.  
That is another area in which a rapid transit way put in place for buses now could be converted to a light rail 
system in 20 or 30 years.  I notice in the budget that the Public Transport Authority will be spending something 
like $140 million in borrowing expenses by 2006-07, which is an extraordinary figure.  That could have been 
handled in a far more effective way.  I was the minister who sought expressions of interest to get the private 
sector involved in the railway, and three proponents were considering becoming involved in the expenditure on 
that rail system, as it was, through Kenwick.  Incidentally, that Thornlie extension across to Berrigan Drive, 
where it links into the Kwinana Freeway, will have to be built in the long term.  It is a matter of choosing which 
way to do it, and the minister has chosen to go down the freeway first, which will put an extraordinary burden on 
the state budget, at the expense of the road budget.   

I now turn to the road budget.  Future expenditure on roads drops very dramatically.  I have asked several 
questions about where the money is going.  In the current year $510 million is being spent, outside of grants and 
subsidies.  By the year 2007-08, that figure will drop to $330 million.  That is an enormous drop of $180 million 
in road funding.  A number one factor in road safety is the condition of the road, regardless of talk about safety 
belts, driver training and all the rest of it.  They are very serious issues, but the condition of the road is the most 
important issue.  Other issues include the need for passing lanes and for the sides of the roads to be up to scratch.  
They are road safety issues, which are recognised right across Australia.  We need to take that on board.  There 
has been a reduction in the number of deaths on our roads since Multanovas have been in use, which is now 20 
years.  The figure has dropped from about 350 people being killed on our roads in those days to between 170 and 
200 deaths currently.  Those issues need to be taken into consideration.   

Road funding is a crucial issue.  There are a number of areas in which road funding must be seriously 
considered.  This budget covers only about 46 projects, as opposed to 110 projects last year.  That in itself is a 
concern.  Large expenditure will be made on Tonkin Highway and Roe Highway.  There are one or two other big 
projects, such as the Geraldton transport corridor, which was in our budget originally; it is in the Transform WA 
package.  It is well recognised that that project has been funded over a number of years.  Those projects are 
going ahead.  Not a lot of money is being spent in the regions in Western Australia under this budget, which I am 
very concerned about.  If the minister wants industry to go into the regions, which he outlined when he spoke 
about Ravensthorpe, projects such as Indian Ocean Drive and the Peel deviation need to go ahead.  The 
Opposition has made a commitment to put the Peel deviation and Indian Ocean Drive in place on election to 
government.  Upgrades are also needed to the Corrigin-Hyden road through Kondinin, and to Bussell Highway 
between Vasse and Margaret River.  These are very difficult and dangerous areas.  Muirs Highway between Mt 
Barker and Manjimup must also be upgraded.  The grain logistics roads are important from the point of view of 
providing access to the strategic bins that Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd is putting in place.  It will have 70 
strategic bins across Western Australia.  We are moving in that direction because of the large variety of grain 
that is grown in the regions of Western Australia.  To complement those grains we need very good receival 
points.  That will complement the rail system, which, incidentally, seems to be going along very nicely, thank 
you very much, even though it has been privatised.   
Hon Kim Chance:  I didn’t say a word! 
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  No, but it is going along without it costing us anything.   
Hon Kim Chance:  It does seem to be going quite well.   
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I have not received any complaints from anybody, certainly since that happened.  
The workers are obviously reasonably happy as well.  It seems to be cruising along pretty well.  Services have 
been added not only for grains; a substantial amount of minerals is also going by rail.  I was at Tallering Peak the 
other day where iron ore is being carted.  They are having difficulty with some of the fines going by railcar, so it 
is going by road.  That is a minor amount of iron ore.  That is one area.  The other, of course, is the 
Koolyanobbing to Esperance line, which has grown exponentially, and the service for the woodchips around 
Albany.  They have been good investments.  That is a clear indication that if the infrastructure is put in place, 
these things will develop.  I do not need to tell the minister that the mining industry in Geraldton is going ahead 
in leaps and bounds.  I am not sure whether the port will keep up.   
Hon Kim Chance:  We are almost victims of our own success there.   
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is right.  I am glad the minister followed my advice from 10 years ago, 
because it has been my vision for a long time to get that up and running.  There may need to be a move to a 
deepwater port in the not too distant future.  Planning for that will at least need to be undertaken.  That needs to 
be complemented by an industrial area.  We must bear in mind the enormous expense of any additional 
infrastructure, be it road, gas or water.  All those issues must be taken into account when that decision is made.  
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An industrial site is necessary in Geraldton to complement some of the industry that is occurring.  I could 
mention a number of other roads, but it is suffice to say that the road infrastructure in Western Australia 
deteriorates at a cost of something like $260 million a year.  That cost needs to be met.  We will need to get back 
to the funding arrangements that were in place, such as the 8.1c per litre equivalent.  We now have the goods and 
services tax funding and licensing arrangements, which come out of the Main Roads Act and provide funding 
directly to roads anyway. 
Hon Kim Chance:  The timber roads were the ones you didn’t mention, but that is another area of huge, growing 
demand.   
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I did mention the timber chips going to Albany, but the minister is right.  It cost 
about $90 million to provide the road networks for the timber industry.  I am not sure whether it is that figure 
now or whether we can have a network.  My view of the road system in Western Australia is that we need a road 
network upon which permit vehicles can travel, and we need to get that up to the right level across Western 
Australia.  That needs to be complemented by a high wide load network in Perth, which is the nine metres high 
by nine metres wide requirement, to allow industry on the coast, which extends towards Henderson, to get to its 
destinations without any real problems.  That would complement industry.  From my point of view that sort of 
thing needs to be put in place.   
The other issue involving heavy transport is the accreditation process, which I do not think is working as it 
should be.  If I were back in the saddle - I may well be in a few months - I would be looking at an inspection 
process every year rather than accreditation, which leaves far too much open to manipulation, if that is the word 
to use.  I would like every trailer and truck to go over the pits every year, so that there is a true inspection of the 
transport fleet.  There are a number of issues for heavy transport, including the fact that we need a better process 
to enable multicombination drivers to get licences.  The system is far too expensive now.  A new method could 
be put in place for multicombination drivers, who are the top bracket of heavy transport drivers who drive 
triples, to obtain licences.  There is a real dearth of those licence holders in Western Australia.  In fact, it is 
putting enormous pressure on the industry itself.  We need to get a number of those drivers through the process.   
I am pleased that the Minister for Government Enterprises, who is responsible for water resources, is here.  It is a 
major challenge to provide water to Western Australians.  We need a vision in that area.  A number of things 
could be done.  We could take on board such ideas as providing better run-off to dams.  There is also a 
possibility of developing a desalination plant.  I am concerned about the continual running cost for desalination 
plants.  My understanding is that if $350 million were spent on developing a desalination plant, the annual 
running cost of that plant would be about $25 million a year, and then there would be the interest payments.  
Governments must either pay interest or spend revenue.  It is a cost one way or the other.  If we had a similar 
system to the current rail operation, which has enormous interest costs on top of enormous running costs, it 
would be very expensive water.  The best water I can think of is the stuff that falls out of the sky.  I understand 
that there are enormous water pressures on the Gnangara water mound.  I asked some questions about that.  I 
understand that about 80 bores on that mound have been closed.  Obviously, with the pressure on the 
environment - 
Hon Nick Griffiths:  It is not that many.  I think it is something like 41.   
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I think the minister said that it was 42 in an answer he gave the other day.  I thought 
that was the number over a short period.  I will stand corrected by the minister if that is the case.  I have heard 
two figures.  I thought the reporting might have been over a short period.  Whatever the correct figure, the 
Gnangara water mound is under pressure, as has been outlined by Dr Wally Cox.  Also, some innovative work is 
being done by Harvey Water to pipe water rather than letting it enter drains.  That has some interesting prospects 
and needs a good look.  The Opposition will closely consider that matter.  Cloud seeding is an option from left 
field.  All dams up and down the scarp are in a line.  If technology allowed the use of cloud seeding in those 
areas, it would be an innovative approach for the future.  The Yarragadee aquifer at this stage is a little like the 
Gnangara mound, and the impact of drawing water from the south west Yarragadee to Perth needs to be known.  
I believe that source could be used for areas in the south of the State, but a better understanding is needed of the 
potential impact on the Yarragadee before we pull too much water from it.  I would like a thorough investigation 
into the impact of that water use.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You would agree with the investigation that is taking place then.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I understand that something like 10 gigalitres is already taken from that source.  
Potential impacts need to be known.  

Another water issue has come to my notice in recent times.  A headwork was dropped on 8 April.  The Minister 
for Regional Development is not in the Chamber at the moment.  However, people in Mingenew were 
constructing some units at the back of a hotel and, as they were changing their meters, they were charged about 
$6 000, which is an extraordinary cost bearing in mind that no sewerage was involved as a septic system is 
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located underneath that development.  That was an enormous cost.  Another business was charged $2 500, and 
the pipe already passes the facility involved.  The Water Corporation stated that the large cost was because it 
may need to put in other tanks or pumping facilities at a later stage.  That matter needs to be considered to come 
up with a better arrangement to get industry up and running in these areas.  The costs are enormous.  It costs 
about $150 to hook up to a main in the city.  That is a worry.   

It will be no surprise to the minister to hear that I am concerned about the infill sewerage program.  I asked some 
questions on that matter during the Estimates Committee hearings.  This Government has allocated $44 million 
to the infill sewerage program for the next financial year.  However, the program will run for almost twice as 
long as the previous Government’s proposal; that is, I think it has been extended from eight years to 15 years, 
which will certainly delay its implementation.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I think it was originally eight years; I could be wrong.  The previous Government expanded 
the program to 10 years, and expanded -  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It expanded the program.  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  It was expanded from the original program.  It is true that the money spent on infill 
sewerage was substantially cut early in the life of this Government.  However, funding levels have been brought 
up to quite a healthy level.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The coalition would be delighted if the minister kept the funding coming.  Nutrients 
are running into the Blackwood and other rivers down south, which is never a good thing.  The minister would 
be aware of those matters.  The infill sewerage program will be funded in some areas.  Nutrients are going into 
the river system in some areas, and it would be of benefit to bring forward the program.  People are certainly 
looking forward to it in places like Boyup Brook, where the program was put back substantially.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  It has been re-addressed in recent years.  Bear in mind that infill sewerage involves a 
community service obligation.  You gave the example of the southern railway.  Wherever we put the infill 
sewerage, we have the continuing drag on the consolidated fund.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Quite a dividend is paid from the Water Corporation.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  We never recover the money.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, the minister does.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  The capital cost is never recovered.  When people buy land in the normal course of events 
and sewerage is in place, they pay for the sewerage.  When people get the benefit of infill sewerage, they do not 
pay the capital cost.  It is a gift from the people of Western Australia as a whole to those persons.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I now touch on another couple of areas, minister.  I have chased up the power issue 
since day one.  I first became involved with that issue in January 2003 at a Koorda meeting followed by another 
meeting at Jerramungup.  It would be remiss of me not to place on the record that a lot of upgrade of power 
infrastructure is required with conductors, insulators and pole tops.  Some silicon coating work will be done, but 
that has not stopped the blackouts in our area.  I hope that if that phase of work commences shortly, it will 
improve the situation for next year.  Serious frustration is experienced in areas I come from and across the 
wheatbelt.   

The issue of marine parks came up at a meeting at Jurien yesterday.  I spoke earlier to the Minister for Fisheries 
about the suggestion that the area of the Jurien Bay Marine Park should be extended during April-May and 
December-January - the holiday times - to allow holiday and recreation fishers to use the area at the exclusion of 
professional fishermen.  That proposition went down like a lead balloon.  I hope it will be redressed.  The 
intention should not be put in place through regulations.  That proposal is an impact of a decision made more 
than seven years ago.  It will not receive any support from professional fishermen in the area.  I know that many 
people worked very hard over many hours to put in place what was thought to be a reserve for many years into 
the future.  The idea of marine parks is causing concern with the announcement that more marine parks will be 
established.  The Government should ensure that its processes are right and that all people are consulted, as was 
the case with the Jurien Bay Marine Park.  The process with other parks may not take as long as the Jurien case 
because a template is in place that is working quite well, provided it is left alone.  The processes must be adhered 
to.  Fishermen and all people who want to have an input should have the opportunity to be involved.  A couple of 
other issues have arisen in Jurien recently.   

The Minister for Fisheries just announced the closure of fisheries at the Capes with the Cowaramup Bay, 
Hamelin Bay and Gnarabup Bay fisheries, which occurred without consultation with the Rock Lobster Industry 
Advisory Committee.  I understand that RLIAC members received a fax asking them to reply within four days 
after the minister had made his decision.  The minister understands the issue I raise now.  That decision is not 
acceptable to the industry.  Surely, with an advisory body in place, the minister should allow those people to 
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have an input before he makes such decisions.  The minister should well and truly draw on the opportunity for 
detailed consultation with RLIAC, which, after all, is his advisory body.   

The clearing regulations that are about to be implemented are causing some concern.  As have all members, Hon 
Robyn McSweeney has been involved in this debate from day one.  The minister recently said that exemptions 
apply to clearing for fencing, fire tracks, construction etc.  She said that they are set, can-do guidelines and that a 
permit was not required for clearing a fire break of any size given that clearing for fire prevention under the 
Bush Fires Act did not require a permit even if it meant 50 metres of clearing was necessary around 
infrastructure.  One-off statements like that tend to cause all sorts of concerns for the people involved.  We must 
ensure that the regulations are clear, workable and able to be policed.  If regulations or laws cannot be policed, 
we should not implement them.  

I wanted to speak about the Department of Agriculture and the move towards involving the University of 
Western Australia, Murdoch University and Curtin University of Technology in research.  I would be concerned 
if the Department of Agriculture did not continue to be involved in research.  I appreciate that there is 
competition between the universities for fundraising.  The federal Government provides extra funding to the 
universities for research, and that provides some advantages.  However, the Department of Agriculture should be 
well and truly involved.  I will raise with the minister later a number of other issues, such as skeleton weed, dogs 
and barrier fence funding, which are of concern to people in the regions.  Thank you for the opportunity to make 
a few comments, Mr President.  We must make sure that budget expenditures throughout Western Australia are 
balanced.  People must have a clear understanding of the benefits that regional and rural Western Australia bring 
to our economy and that those benefits spread throughout Perth.  Budget expenditure should be balanced 
between the two areas so that primary production and other industries can benefit Western Australia further.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson.  
 


